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attendance, the whole of the money paid must go towards the
settlement or reduction of the old debt, without any being set
aside for the more recent attendance.

It is in the power of the patient to stipulate that the
payment he makes is for the settlement of the more-recent
debt; but if he does not, the whole of the. payment must be
applied to the settlement of the earlier debt. The legal
aphorism is Quti prior est teiizp)ore, potior est jire.

AND

POOR LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.

AMALGAMATION OF OFFICES.
THE Edmonton District Council, at a meeting oni Jantuary 9th,
decided to hold a special meeting in committee to define tlle
duties to l4e assigned to thle officer it proposes to appoint to the
amalgamated offices of medical officer of hea,lth anid school
medical officer, and to take the, same steps in regard to his
assistant, and to decide also. their respective salaries and the
advisability of advertisinlg the. posts. At present the posts are
lheld independently by Dr. Lawrence and Dr. Rock respectively,
but&a short time ago both received statutory notice of the termi--
nationi of their appointments in order that the amnalgamation
might be brought about. The decision to hold a speciat meeting
was preceded by a lonig discussion, in the course of which two
letters addressed to the Council by the Local Government Board
and by practitioners in the locality were read. The former,
after expressing approval of the amalgamation of the two
departments, added:
The Board considers that where possible this shouild be effected by

the appointmnent of the same officer in both capacities, with an
asssistant who would do the whole or the greater part. of actual
'medical inspection, and would also act as' assistant medical officer of
health. The Board would be prepared tOr assent' toa the alteration of
the term-s of Dr. Lawrence's appointment; so as to enable' hium to act
as school medical oflicer as well as miedical officer of health. But if
this is the intention of the Council, the Board does not understand
why it shotuld be necessary for them to give Dr. Lawrence notice that
his al)pointment as medical officer of health will be terminated, and
desires to be furnished with the Council's explanation on this point.

The other letter stated that for the past six years the sig-
natories had worked amicably with the medical officer of health,
and had. found him tactful and obliging; they deprecated,
therefore, the idea of advertising his post as vacaint merely
because it was proposed to amalgamate with his office the
department of school medical inspection. With reference to
the former letter, the chairman stated that he hadl verbally
explainied to the Local Government Boar(d why the notices were
given, and had added that the miiajority of the Council, he
believed, lhad no wish either to damage Dr. Lawrence or to
displace him from his office. He also drew atteintioni to the
motion standing in ,his own name for the appointment of
Dr. Lawrence as medical officer of healtlh and school medical
officer, and of Dr. Rock as his assistanlt. This was subsequiently
put as a substantive motion, but on a discussion arising as to
the precise alterations in salary to be made, the fairness of the
projected arrangement to Dr. Rock, and the propriety of the
local medical profession expressing its views, the matter endedI
in the decisioni to hold a special meeting in committee, and to
defer the appointmenlts until February 27th.

THE SANITARY CONDITION OF THE BEDFORD
RURAL DISTRICT.

AFTER an inspection of the Bedford Rural District, which has
a population of nearly 20,000 persons, Dr. Deane Sweeting is
able to make a favourable report.' The District Council, he
states, has shown commendable activity in sanitary adminis-
tration. The officials are zealous and energetic. An infectious
diseases hospital lhas been provided, in which, in spite of
certain defects, 83 per cent. of the cases of diphtheria' and
scarlet fever occurrinig in the district have been isolated (luring
the past eight years. Systematic efforts are being made to
convert privies and rfiddens inlto pail closets, and active steps
are being taken to enforce the Housing Acts. In the Bedford
Rural District, as elsewhlere, private eniterprise does Inot appear
to be equal to the provisioln of a sufficient numlier of inew
cottages, and the council has accordingly decided to embark
on a housing scheme for one part of its district, on which it is
proposed to spend the sum of £1,100, for which sanctioln has
been obtained from the Local Government Board. In some
parts of the dtistrict water is supplied from shallow wells, dip
wells, and other sources which are open to pollution. In othier
parts sewage disposal needs improving, while the scavenging
arrangements in certain more or less populated districts are not
verv satisfactorilyearried out, anld in this connexion Dr. Sweeting
recommends that the District Council should itself undertake
the work. The administration of the isolation hospital is not
altogether satisfactory. The patientts are attended bya medical
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practitioner who is not the medical officer of health, that
official apparently having noth-inlg to do with the institution,
wlhich seems to.suffer from the lack of medical administration
as distinct from medical attendance. There are olnly five
bedrooms in the administrative block for the female staff,
which consists of a matroni, thtee nurses, and four domestid
servaints. As a consequence one nurse sleeps in the scarlet
fever block aind two in the diphtheria block. The hospital was
erected in 1901 at a cost of nearly £10,000, or about £528 a bed3
aned as there is accommodation for the. treatment at one tilme
of three diseases, D)r. Sweeting seems to have been fully justi-
fied in recommending not onily an increase in the admiinistra-
tive accommodation; but also in the staff.

THE first of the course of Page May Memorial Lectures,
to.be delivered by Dr. Henry Head, F.R.S., at University
College, Lon(lon, will be given on Friday next at 5 p.m.
The first of the course of lectures on the bearing of
chemical physiology on certain pathological questions, to
be delivered by Dr. Rosenheim at King's College, will be
given at 4.30 p.m. on Monday, January 29th.
THE President of the Board of Education has appointecl

His-MaJesty's Inspector Mr. J. C. Iles, Divisional Inspector
of Elementary.Schools in the North-Western Division, to
be Chairman of the Departmenatal Committee on Play:
grounds of Public Elementary Scheols, appointed on July
31st, 1911; and has also appointed Mr. E. B. Phipps,
Principal Assistant Secretary of the Elementary Branch
of the Board, to be a Member of the Committee. These
changes are made in consequence -of the resignationi by
L. A. Selby-Bigge, C.B., of the Chairmanship of the Coin-
mittee on his appointment to be Permanent Secretary of
the Board of Education.
A MEETING was held in York on January 10th for the

purpose of making the necessary arrangements for the
reception of the Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute
to be held in the city from July 29th to August 3rd. *There
was a large attendance, including the Archbisbop-of York,
President of the Congress. The Lord Mayor, who pre-
sided, having welcomed those present, Colonel Lane
Notter, treasurer of the institute, explained the object
of the congresses of the Royal Sanitary Institute, and
Mr. H. D. Searles Wood, F.R.I.B.A., Chairman of the
Congress Committee, stated that it was estimated that
sonme 1,500 persons would attend the Congress. The
Archbishop of York also addressed the meeting. Local
conmmittees were appointed to make the necessary arrange-
ments. There will be five sections of the Congress,
namely: (a) Sanitary Science and Preventive Medicine;
(b) Engineering and Architecture; (c) Domestic Hygiene;
(d) Hygiene of Infancy and Childhood; (e) Indlustrial
Hygiene. Conferences have also been arrangedl between
municipal representatives, medical officers of health,
engineers and surveyors to county and other sanitary
authorities, veterinary inspectors, and sanitary inspectors.
A QUARTERLY court of the directors of the Society for

Relief of Widows and Orphans of Medical Men was held
on January 10th, Dr. Walter Rigden, senior vice-president
present, in the chair. Fourteen directors were present,
amongst them being the Right Hon. Sir Thomas Boor
Crosby, Lord Mayor of London, one of the vice-presidents
of the society. IIis lordship has most kindly given his
consent to be nominated president of the society, to fill
the vacancy caused by the death of Dr. Blandford, and the
directors feel that Sir Thomas Boor Crosby, who for so
many years- has taken the keenest interest in the work of
the society, will make an ideal president. Since the last
court one of the vice-presidents of the society, Sir Samuel
Wilks, lhas died. Three gentlemen were elected members
of the society. The sum of £1,28g lOs. was voted for the
payment of the half yearly grants to the annuitants of
the charity. The grants to the orphans have been in-
creaseta from £15 per annum to £25. The invested funds
of the society now amount to £101,700. Membership is
open to any registered nmedical practitioner wvho at the
time of his election is rcsident within a 20-mile radiuLs
from Charing Cross. The annual subscription is 2 guineas,
but life membership may be obtained by the payment of
one sum, the amount of which depends on the age of the
candidlate. Relief is olnly granted to the widows and
orphans of deceased members; letters are constantly
being received from widows of medical men asking for
relief, but this has to be refused as their husbands 'had-
not been members of the society. Application forms for
membership and full particulars may be obtained by
application to the' secretary at the offices of the society,
11, Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, W.


